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2. (a) Explain the status and role in Sikhism of the Guru Granth Sahib.  [25] 


Without doubt the Guru Granth Sahib is very important within Sikhism. In fact many 
Sikhs would argue that there is nothing more important. The reason for this being its 
unique status and ever-present role within the Sikh faith and community. Its status 
can be traced back to the time Guru Gobind Singh decided that his successor would 
not be a person, but a book and declared the Guru Granth Sahib to be a living Guru. 
Since that time it has been regarded by Sikhs as the supreme authority. This is why 
a special place or room is often set aside for it in Sikh homes as a place to read and 
study its teachings. The Guru Granth has the same status as any of the other ten 
Gurus and their teachings. This means that it is always treated with the same 
detailed devotion as a living Guru. In the Gurdwara a chauri is always waved over it 
and it is laid to rest in its own room at the end of the day. Its status also comes from 
the authority of its teachings. It contains the teachings of the other ten Gurus. It gives 
Sikhs a very important insight into the nature of God and the importance of having 
complete faith in him. Its message on salvation also gives it status supporting the 
fundamental Sikh belief that caste, ritual and asceticism are not important, but 
constant meditation and faith in God. Another clear example of its status within the 
Sikh faith and community is that no decision can be taken by any Sikh assembly 
without the presence of the Guru Granth Sahib. 


 The Guru Granth Sahib has a central role in Sikh rituals and practices. No Sikh 
ceremony can be regarded as complete unless it is performed in the presence of the 
Guru Granth Sahib. It is also the source of teachings and of sermons presented in 
the Gurdwara. For individual Sikhs the Guru Granth Sahib plays a prominent role in 
their everyday lives as they consult the Guru Granth Sahib on a number of issues. 
This is called vak lao.  The Guru Granth Sahib is used in all rites of passage. They 
must all be completed in its presence. 


As we can see the Guru Granth Sahib has a unique status and very special role 
within Sikhism.  
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must all be completed in its presence. 


As we can see the Guru Granth Sahib has a unique status and very special role 
within Sikhism.  



Sticky Note

This is a detailed relevant answer which answers the specific demands of the question set. The concise introduction sets out those demands and therefore gives a guideline to the answer which follows. Good practice to deal with status first and then role.



Sticky Note

There is accurate and relevant understanding of the relationship between belief and practice and accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary.



Sticky Note

Examples or evidence ?



Sticky Note

Valid knowledge and reasoning and good use made of evidence and examples.



Sticky Note

Example or evidence ?



Sticky Note

Accurate reference made to Sikh practices although point could have been developed further.



Sticky Note

Example or evidence?



Sticky Note

The answer is given Band 4 – 16 marks. The answer demonstrates accurate and relevant knowledge and understanding. However to reach a  higher L4 or L5 some aspects of the response needed to be developed further and more specific examples given or explained in greater detail.
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Band 
Assessment Objective AO2- Part (b) questions   25 marks 


Analyse and evaluate aspects of, and approaches to, religion and belief, 


including their significance, influence and study. 


5 


21-25 marks 
 


 Confident critical analysis and perceptive evaluation of the issue. 
 A response that successfully identifies and thoroughly addresses the issues raised by the question set. 
 Thorough, sustained and clear views are given, supported by extensive, detailed reasoning and/or evidence. 
 Thorough and accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context. 


 


4 


16-20 marks 
 


 Purposeful analysis and effective evaluation of the issue. 
 The main issues raised by the question are identified successfully and addressed. 
 The views given are clearly supported by detailed reasoning and/or evidence. 
 Accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context. 


 


3 


11-15 marks 
 


 Satisfactory analysis and relevant evaluation of the issue. 
 Most of the issues raised by the question are identified successfully and have generally been addressed. 
 Most of the views given are satisfactorily supported by reasoning and/or evidence. 
 Mainly accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context. 


 


2 


6-10 marks 
 


 Some valid analysis and inconsistent evaluation of the issue. 
 A limited number of issues raised by the question set are identified and partially addressed. 
 A basic attempt to justify the views given, but they are only partially supported with reason and/or evidence. 
 Some accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context. 


 


1 


1-5 marks 
 


 A basic analysis and limited evaluation of the issue. 
 An attempt has been made to identify and address the issues raised by the question set.  
 Little attempt to justify a view with reasoning or evidence. 
 Some use of basic specialist language and vocabulary. 


 
 


0  No relevant analysis or evaluation. 
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2. (b) ‘An understanding of the Guru Granth Sahib is all that is needed  


to be a Sikh.’ 
  Evaluate this view. [AO2 25] 
 


Candidates could include some or all of the following, but other relevant 
points should be credited. 


 
 The Guru Granth Sahib is central to all members of the Sikh faith as it is the 


main source of the faith, the teachings and inspiration. 
 Since the nature and purpose Guru Granth Sahib is to have complete faith 


and devotion to God and the saving power of God, then this is all that is 
needed to be a good Sikh.  


 It helps Sikhs understand the word of God and that is the basis of Sikh life. 
Nothing else is needed to be a Sikh.  


 The main principles of selflessness, overcoming evil tendencies and 
developing divine nature are the teachings in the Guru Granth Sahib, so 
understanding these will ensure life will be lived as a good Sikh.  


 The Guru Granth Sahib gives profound insights into the nature of God and 
forms the basis for Sikh outlook on life based on faith.  


 However, many Sikhs do not understand the words of Guru Granth Sahib, 
but can still feel the devotion for God, so it is not essential.  


 Some would say that being a good Sikh should be more practical based, 
living a life founded on the principle of selflessness. Devotion to God is 
shown through service to others. 


 Being a good Sikh requires other actions, such as wearing 5Ks, becoming 
initiated and being committed to service in the community.  


 More guidance on what is needed to be a good Sikh in contemporary society, 
Sikhs need other sources of authority such as the Rahit Maryada.   


 Only devout Sikhs are fully aware of and understand all the teachings and 
hymns in the Guru Granth Sahib. Most other Sikhs just listen to the chanting 
of verses, but do not analyse its meaning. This doesn't necessarily mean 
they are not true Sikhs. 


 
Overall, candidates should engage with the debate and come to a 
substantiated evaluation regarding the issue raised. 
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2 (a) Explain the status and role in Sikhism of the Guru Granth Sahib.  [25] 


The Guru Granth Sahib is very important to Sikhs as it guides them on how to live their lives. The 
Guru Granth Sahib  is normally found in the place of worship called the gurdwara. 


The Guru Granth is treated as a living guru by Sikhs and contains all Guru Nanak's teachings.  It is 
placed on a raised platform, so that it is higher than everyone else. Worshippers must not point their 
feet  the Guru Granth as this can be seen as disrespectful.  Also when worshippers go the gurdwara 
to hear readings being read, at no point can turn their back on the Guru Granth Sahib as this is seen 
as disrespectful. 


The Guru Granth  has its own place where it rests. After worshipping has been done, Sikhs will carry 
the Guru Granth above their heads or make the Guru Granth higher than themselves in order to take 
it back to its resting  place ready for the next time it is read.  When the Guru Granth is brought out to 
be worshipped again it is again raised higher than everyone else. During worship offerings will be 
made which are place near the Guru Granth.  This is because it is highly respected by Sikhs and 
considered to be one of the most important aspects in Sikhism. The Guru Granth gets fanned by 
Sikhs and Sikhs will sing and worship  the Guru Granth, when it is being brought out. When Sikhs visit 
the gurdwara to worship  the Guru Granth Sahib, they will make sure they remove their shoes. Sikhs 
follow When Sikhs visit the gurdwara to worship  the Guru Granth Sahib, they will make sure they 
remove their shoes.  


Sikhs follow the teaching imprinted in the Guru Granth and believe what it says.   Guru Nanak put 
together the Guru Granth Sahib, so all his teachings are valued and followed by other Sikhs.  



Sticky Note

This is a very basic answer which addresses some of the demands of the question (mainly status) in a simplistic way. 



Sticky Note

A very basic introduction which does not explain the demands of the question and gives no guidelines to the answer which follows. There is no attempt to define status and role or to differentiate between them. It would have been much better for this candidate to deal with status and then role.



Sticky Note

No direct reference to the status or role. No development of the points made. Although examples could be relevant the information is used in a very limited and descriptive way.



Sticky Note

Why – how is this related to its status ?



Sticky Note

Why ?



Sticky Note

Again – no direct reference to the question here.



Sticky Note

Incorrect it was Guru  Gobind Singh.



Sticky Note

The answer is awarded Band 2 – 10 marks.There is  limited knowledge and understanding of the status of the Guru Granth Sahib within Sikhism, mainly shown indirectly in this response. The role of the Guru Granth Sahib is  barely addressed. The answer is limited in breadth and depth and there is some accurate use made of specialist language and vocabulary. It is very  descriptive in nature. The candidate needed to explain its status as a living Guru, the authority of its message and its ever present role in Sikh practice and ritual.
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AS Generic Band Descriptors 
 


Band Assessment Objective AO1 – Part (a) questions      25 marks 
Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of religion and belief, including: 


- religious, philosophical and/or ethical thought and teaching  


- influence of beliefs, teachings and practices on individuals, communities and societies  


- cause and significance of similarities and differences in belief, teaching and practice  


- approaches to the study of religion and belief. 


 
 
 
5 


21-25 marks 
 


 Thorough, accurate and relevant knowledge and understanding of religion and belief.  
 An extensive and relevant response which answers the specific demands of the question set.  
 The response demonstrates extensive depth and/or breadth. Excellent use of evidence and examples. 
 Thorough and accurate reference made to sacred texts and sources of wisdom, where appropriate. 
 Thorough and accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context. 


 


 
 
4 


16-20 marks 
 


 Accurate and relevant knowledge and understanding of religion and belief.  
 A detailed, relevant response which answers the specific demands of the question set. 
 The response demonstrates depth and/or breadth. Good use of evidence and examples. 
 Accurate reference made to sacred texts and sources of wisdom, where appropriate. 
 Accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context.  


 


 
 
3 


11-15 marks 
 


 Mainly accurate and relevant knowledge and understanding of religion and belief.  
 A satisfactory response, which generally answers the main demands of the question set. 
 The response demonstrates depth and/or breadth in some areas. Satisfactory use of evidence and examples. 
 Mainly accurate reference made to sacred texts and sources of wisdom, where appropriate. 
 Mainly accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context. 


 


 
 
 
2 


 


6-10 marks 
 


 Limited knowledge and understanding of religion and belief. Basic level of accuracy and relevance.  
 A basic response, addressing some of the demands of the question set. 
 The response demonstrates limited depth and/or breadth, including limited use of evidence and examples. 
 Some accurate reference made to sacred texts and sources of wisdom, where appropriate. 
 Some accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context. 


 


 
 
1 


1-5 marks 
 


 Very limited knowledge and understanding of religion and belief. Low level of accuracy and relevance.  
 A very limited response, with little attempt to address the question.  
 The response demonstrates very limited depth and/or breadth. Very limited  use of evidence and examples. 
 Little or no reference made to sacred texts and sources of wisdom, where appropriate. 
 Some grasp of basic specialist language and vocabulary. 


 
N.B.   A maximum of 2 marks should be awarded for a response that only demonstrates  
 'knowledge in isolation' 


 


0  No relevant information. 
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2. (a) Explain the status and role in Sikhism of the Guru Granth Sahib. 
   [AO1 25] 


 
Candidates could include some or all of the following, but other relevant 
points should be credited. 
 
 The status of the Guru Granth Sahib lies not in the dogmatic assertions of 


doctrine, but more in its attitude of respect and devotion to the insights of 
living Gurus into the nature of God and the importance of complete faith in 
God. 


 Guru Gobind Singh declared it to be a living Guru and his successor. It is 
the supreme authority of the Sikhs as it is considered a living Guru. There 
is often a special place or room set aside for it in Sikh homes, a place to read 
and study its teachings.  


 It has the same status as any of the other Gurus and their teachings. 
As a result of this, it is treated with the same detailed devotion as a living 
Guru, e.g. chauri waved over it and laid to rest at night.  


 Any decisions taken by an assembly are also made in the presence of the 
Guru Granth Sahib. 


 The status of the Guru Granth Sahib can be seen in the authority of its 
message that salvation does not depend on caste, ritual or asceticism, but 
on constant meditation of God’s name and immersion in his being.  


 It is a source of authority with regards to understanding the nature of God 
and the importance of having faith in God.  


 The importance of the role of the Guru Granth Sahib can be seen in the 
fact that no Sikh ceremony is regarded as complete unless it is performed 
in the presence of the Guru Granth Sahib.  


 It also has a role as a source of teaching for sermons. 
 It plays a prominent role in the lives of Sikhs as they consult the Guru 


Granth Sahib daily for advice. This process is referred to as vak lao. 
 The role of the Guru Granth Sahib can be seen in its use in rites of 


passage - marriage and naming ceremonies. All must be completed in the 
Guru Granth Sahib’s presence. 
 


This is not a checklist, please remember to credit any valid alternatives. 
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(b) ‘An understanding of the Guru Granth Sahib is all that is needed to 
be a Sikh.’ Evaluate this view.                                                          [25] 












2( b)  'An understanding of the Guru Granth Sahib is all that is needed to be a Sikh.' 


Evaluate this view. [25] 


Although the Guru Granth Sahib is highly thought of  by Sikhs and well respected within Sikhism it 
cannot be regarded as the only thing important to be a good Sikh.  In Sikhism there are many things 
which are all of equal importance.  Ceremonies for example are important as they tell them what to 
do and how they can achieve it.  


Another important aspect of being a good Sikhs is  serving in the  langar and you don't even have to 
attend a ceremony to do this.  Langar is made after all the worshipping.  Anyone can help make 
langar, it is an important part of Sikh indentity, where the Sikh community comes together for a 
meal.  In the langar no one is judged by their caste or punished if they don't attend. Yet this is an 
important aspect of being a Sikh as it reminds them that God accepts everyone. 


The gurdwara is also just as important for  Sikhism as the Guru Granth as it is the place where Sikhs 
come together to worship and use the Guru Granth.   Likewise festivals are another important aspect 
of  being a Sikh.  Festivals such as Divali, remind Sikhs of important events from their history.  Whilst 
Guru Nanak's introduction of the Guru Granth was an important event  for Sikhs, there are many 
other teachings from other Sikh gurus which are just as important.  For example, Sikhs recognise the 
important of the teachings of Guru Gobind Singh. The other Gurus remind them of the sacrifices that 
need to be made to remain true to your faith as a Sikh. 


Overall, I don't think that  understanding the Guru Granth is all that is needed to be a good Sikh.  I 
think that there are many aspects of Sikhism which are just as important.  This is in fact what makes 
Sikhism unique  it appears to be  more holistic.   Guru Nanak  created the teachings of the Guru 
Granth to help guide Sikhs, but it is not the only important aspect of their faith. 



Sticky Note

The answer has identified most of the issues raised by the question and a satisfactory attempt has been made to address most of them.



Sticky Note

Introduction could have been developed further to explain the main issues raised by the question. It is good practice to deal first with arguments/examples/evidence that support the statement given.



Sticky Note

The argument presented is valid and satisfactorily supported by relevant reasoning and accurate evidence.



Sticky Note

There is mainly accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary. 



Sticky Note

Concise and relevant conclusion. On the whole within the answer there is satisfactory analysis and relevant evaluation of the issue.



Sticky Note

The answer is awarded Band 3 – 13 marks. The main weakness of the answer is that it is not balanced. All the arguments and evidence/examples focus on why understanding of the Guru Granth Sahib is not all that is needed to be a Sikh. There needs to be alternative views such as Guru Granth Sahib being main source of faith, teachings and inspirations.
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2 (a) Explain the status and role in Sikhism of the Guru Granth Sahib.  [25] 


The Guru Granth Sahib is very important to Sikhs as it guides them on how to live their lives. The 
Guru Granth Sahib  is normally found in the place of worship called the gurdwara. 
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feet  the Guru Granth as this can be seen as disrespectful.  Also when worshippers go the gurdwara 
to hear readings being read, at no point can turn their back on the Guru Granth Sahib as this is seen 
as disrespectful. 


The Guru Granth  has its own place where it rests. After worshipping has been done, Sikhs will carry 
the Guru Granth above their heads or make the Guru Granth higher than themselves in order to take 
it back to its resting  place ready for the next time it is read.  When the Guru Granth is brought out to 
be worshipped again it is again raised higher than everyone else. During worship offerings will be 
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considered to be one of the most important aspects in Sikhism. The Guru Granth gets fanned by 
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2. (b) 'An understanding of the Guru Granth Sahib is all that is needed to be a 
Sikh.'  


Evaluate this view.                                                                                       [25]


 The Guru Granth Sahib and its teachings are very important in Sikhism and is 
regarded by many Sikhs as the supreme authority. However it is debatable if an 
understanding of these teachings is all that is necessary to be a Sikh. What about 
other more practical aspects of the religion? There are strong arguments on both 
sides of the issue. 


Many Sikhs would argue that the Guru Granth Sahib teaches that the basis of 
Sikhism is faith and devotion to God. This is also the basis for all other aspects for 
leading a good Sikh life and that is all really that someone has to understand.  Since 
the nature and purpose of the Guru Granth Sahib is to have complete faith and 
devotion to God and the saving power of God, then this is all that is needed to be a 
good Sikh. For example, the Guru Granth Sahib teaches Sikhs to be selfless and 
that it is their duty to God to overcome evil and evil tendencies. It also teaches Sikhs 
that one of their main goals in life is to develop a divine nature. In following these 
teachings Sikhs will naturally live a good Sikh life.  It also gives Sikhs an insight into 
the nature of reality and the value of human life. This is the basis of a Sikh’s outlook 
on life and leads him to live a good life as a Sikh.  


On the other hand many Sikhs will argue that although they do not understand the 
words of the Guru Granth Sahib they still feel the devotion for God. This means they 
can live a good Sikh life without an understanding of the teachings of the Guru 
Granth Sahib. 


Others would argue that being a good Sikh is more practically based and on actions 
based on the principle of selflessness. They would argue that actions are more 
important than beliefs. Others would argue that being a good Sikh requires such 
actions as wearing 5Ks, becoming initiated and being committed to service in the 
community.   Sikhs might point out that although the Guru Granth Sahib does give 
valuable guidance on many matters, guidance for being a good Sikh is needed in 
contemporary society, such as the Rahit Maryada. 
In conclusion there are valid arguments on both sides. There is no doubt that the 
Guru Granth Sahib and its teachings are very important in Sikhism but many would 
argue that to be a Sikh you not only need to understand the teachings but to put 
them into practice. 
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2. (b)  'An understanding of the Guru Granth Sahib is all that is needed to be a 
Sikh.'  


Evaluate this view.                                                                                    [25]           


 The Guru Granth Sahib and its teachings are very important in Sikhism and is 
regarded by many Sikhs as the supreme authority. However it is debatable if an 
understanding of these teachings is all that is necessary to be a Sikh. What about 
other more practical aspects of the religion? There are strong arguments on both 
sides of the issue. 


Many Sikhs would argue that the Guru Granth Sahib teaches that the basis of 
Sikhism is faith and devotion to God. This is also the basis for all other aspects for 
leading a good Sikh life and that is all really that someone has to understand.  Since 
the nature and purpose of the Guru Granth Sahib is to have complete faith and 
devotion to God and the saving power of God, then this is all that is needed to be a 
good Sikh. For example, the Guru Granth Sahib teaches Sikhs to be selfless and 
that it is their duty to God to overcome evil and evil tendencies. It also teaches Sikhs 
that one of their main goals in life is to develop a divine nature. In following these 
teachings Sikhs will naturally live a good Sikh life.  It also gives Sikhs an insight into 
the nature of reality and the value of human life. This is the basis of a Sikh’s outlook 
on life and leads him to live a good life as a Sikh.  


On the other hand many Sikhs will argue that although they do not understand the 
words of the Guru Granth Sahib they still feel the devotion for God. This means they 
can live a good Sikh life without an understanding of the teachings of the Guru 
Granth Sahib. 


Others would argue that being a good Sikh is more practically based and on actions 
based on the principle of selflessness. They would argue that actions are more 
important than beliefs. Others would argue that being a good Sikh requires such 
actions as wearing 5Ks, becoming initiated and being committed to service in the 
community.   Sikhs might point out that although the Guru Granth Sahib does give 
valuable guidance on many matters, guidance for being a good Sikh is needed in 
contemporary society, such as the Rahit Maryada. 
In conclusion there are valid arguments on both sides. There is no doubt that the 
Guru Granth Sahib and its teachings are very important in Sikhism but many would 
argue that to be a Sikh you not only need to understand the teachings but to put 
them into practice. 



Sticky Note

Concise introduction setting out the main issue in the question and in so doing gives clear guidelines for the development of the answer.



Sticky Note

Examples ?



Sticky Note

The arguments are presented are generally supported by satisfactory reasoning and/or  evidence.



Sticky Note

 This point could be developed further with evidence and/or reasoning.



Sticky Note

Supporting reasons or evidence  for each of these statements ?



Sticky Note

Other alternative viewpoints referred to and briefly  exemplified. Accurate use of religious language and vocabulary,  although here a specific reference from the Rahit Maryada could have been used.



Sticky Note

A brief conclusion that needs further development.



Sticky Note

The answer is awarded Band 4 -17 marks.It is a balanced answer exploring different views and arguments concerning the issue raised. More purposeful analysis and effective evaluation needed in order to access the higher levels.











